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In Attendance: 

Minutes of the 
Badminton Newfoundland & Labrador 

Annual General Meeting 
Held Online 

Sunday, 17 June 2018 

John Gillam 

Geoff Robinson 
Nancy Oliver 
Mike Alexander 

President/Rennie's Mill Junior Club Rep 
Provincial/Canada Games Coach 
Vice-President/ Avalon Club Representative 
Bay d'Espoir Academy Junior Club Representative 
Stephenville Junior Club Representative 

Missing: 
Robert Hendricks Communications Director 

Missing: Finance Director and all Regional Director positions are vacant. 

Item Action 

Call to Order President 
Meeting began at 6:30 pm. 

Roll Call and Voting Structure 
Info 

Two Board members were present, and representation for four clubs 
which met the requirement for a quorum. 

Adoption of Agenda 
All 

There were no additions or errors in the Agenda 
Accepted 

Adopt Minutes of 2014-2015 AGM, held November 29, 2014 
All 

The previous minutes were reviewed with no errors or omissions. 
Accepted 

Matters arising out ofthe previous minutes. Info 
Nil 

BOARD REPORTS 

a. President's Report 
Overall, the season 2017-18 went very well, with strong growth in junior 
badminton. St. John's still provides a challenge particularly in getting 
reliable facilities to operate the Avalon Club which is the only 
community adult club within the city. In various locations outside St. 
John's, adult clubs appear to be doing well. A copy of the President's 
report, which provides details, was made available to all affiliated clubs. 
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There were no questions or comments from the membership. 

b. Strategic Plan 2018-19 
The strategic plan addresses the key areas of Participation, Excellence 
and Building Capacity. 
Participation: Increasing participation will be achieved by supporting 
open clubs Uunior and adult), combined junior/adult community clubs, 
and school clubs. In specific areas of the province where there is known 
badminton activity, efforts will be made to provide technical assistance 
and initiation into competition. 
Excellence: The Provincial Training Program continues to improve and 
become more accessible. In the coming year it will be enhanced with a 
structured high performance technical standard and expanded to 
include a younger cadre. 
Building Capacity: More coaching instruction will be provided where in 
demand and an effort made to qualify umpires to assist in competitions 
particularly at the high school level. 
A copy of the Strategic Plan was made available to all affiliated clubs. 

Discussion arose over the timing of tournaments to improve entries in 
the adult competitions. The Provincial Championships will be held 
before the end of the university winter semester so that MUN players 
will be able to participate. It was also noted that the tournament 
management is greatly aided by the Tournament Software, but it is not 
well understood how this can be employed in remote areas. The 
president will contact the Badminton Canada rep to determine how this 
is addressed in other provinces. 

c. Membership Report 2017-18 
As of this meeting there are 397 registered members, an increase of 116 
over 2016-17. As well, we currently have 15 clubs, up from 12 last year. 
There are a number of unaffiliated clubs who have some registered 
members of Badminton NL. It is expected that some of these will 
provide late affiliation before the end of the school year. 

There were no questions or comments from the membership. 

d. Provincial Training Program Report 
The training program went very well the past year with an increase in 
players willing to commit to dedicated training and an overall 
improvement in skill. Twelve players and two coac~es attended the 
Quebec Junior Elite, Gatineau in January and 15 players and two coaches 
attended the Ontario Junior Elite in March. Funding was a combination 
of Canada Games and PSO with the majority of costs assumed by the 
families. These were very worthwhile competitions in terms of getting 
players to appreciate the level of skill in other provinces and assess 
where they need to improve. The Provincial Training Program will 

Info. 

Action: President 
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provide eight players to attend the Canada Winter Games in February 
2019. There are currently 11 players in the CWG Pool. 
Note: In addition to the Canada Games Coach, Nancy Oliver and Trent 
Pennell will be attending as Canada Games Apprentice Coaches. 

Due to the NL Winter Games there was minimal new initiatives in grass 
roots development. This will be made up in the following year. 

A copy of the Provincial Training Report was made available to all 
affiliated clubs. 

There were no questions or comments from the membership. 

e. Financial Report 
The financial report was reviewed . For the PSO, the season ended with a 
balance of $830, after all expenses were covered. All of the Annual 
Operating Grant of $3100 was expended. Fees from adult tournaments 
were lower than usual as three tournaments were cancelled due to 
conflict or low registration. 
The CWG grant of $8693 was fully spent. Members should be aware that 
funds allocated for travel are not based on actual costs but are a subsidy 
for the athletes and coaches. The shortfall in funds was made up 
through fundraising and donations. 
A draft budget was created in accordance with the Strategic Plan but is 
pending funding for 2017-18. 

A copy of the Financial Report was made available to all affiliated clubs. 

There were no questions or comments from the membership. 

Rankings at End-Season Action : 

7 
As the results of the final tournaments of the year were not received in 

Communications 
time, the rankings were not available for this meeting. The membership 
will be advised as soon as the rankings are available. Director 

New Business 
a. Fees 
The following fees are approved for 2018-19: 

Affiliation (Club) - no cost All 

8 Individual Membership (Note that insurance is included in the fee) 

• Regional - $10 

• Provincial - $25 

• National - $40 
Tournament Entry Fees: $15 - 1 event; $20 - 2 events; $25 - 3 events 

Player clinics (Weekend) - $10 per day 

3/5 
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Coaching Course - Competition Introduction Mod 3 - $60 
Regional Umpire Course - TBA 

It was deemed necessary to consult with the Provincial Referee, 
Roland Dawe to determine costs associated with Umpire 
Certification. 

b. Tournaments and Events 
• Tournament schedule: A draft tournament schedule was 

provided. There were no concerns with the time of year for each 
tournament, other than the Provincial Championships as noted 
above. Actual dates will be provided as venues are confirmed. 

• Coach and Umpire training: A draft schedule was provided. 
Confirmation oftraining will be determined when registration is 
announced. 

c. Revision of By-Laws 
The by-laws were reviewed and accepted by the membership. A copy 
will be distributed to the affiliated clubs and board members. 

d. Affiliation Policy 
As stated in the revised By-Laws, Club Affiliation is to be submitted by 
May 1st to coincide with annual funding requests. The affiliation will be 
valid until April 30th the following year. 
e. Amendments to Competition Guidelines 

• Tie-breaking procedure: An amendment to the tie-breaking 
procedure was made to conform with BWF policy. A copy will be 

provided to the membership. 

• Protective Eye Wear Policy: It was considered prudent to review 
the current policy in light of the changes in the game of 
badminton, including a more mid-court positioning of the 

female player in mixed doubles, the increased power in the 
smash as a result of improved racket technology, and the 
concerns raised by researchers regarding eye injuries. After 

some discussion, it was the membership's decision that in all 
Badminton NL sanctioned events, it would be strongly 
recommended that players wear suitable protective eye wear, 
consisting of poly-carbonate lenses meeting the ASTM F803 
standard. It is considered particularly important that coaches 
consider protective eye wear for inexperienced players and those 
playing doubles or mixed doubles. Adult recreation players are 
also considered to be at risk. 
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Election/ Appointment of Officers 
The membership approved the division of the Communications Directors 
duties to reduce the workload on one person. The proposal is a 
Communications Director responsible for disseminating information and 
maintaining the website; and a Tournament/Membership Director who 
will conduct the strategic management of the tournament software and 
maintain the membership list. 
A revision of the regional boundaries and increase in Regional Directors 
was also approved with the addition of an Avalon Region and Avalon 
Regional Director. 

The following appointments were approved: 

• President - John Gillam 

9 • Vice-President - Geoff Robinson 

• Communications Director and Tournament/Membership 
Directors - Robert Hendricks and Nancy Oliver 

• (As Bob was unable to attend the AGM, the division of 
responsibilities between Nancy and Bob is to be confirmed) 

• Finance Director- to be recruited. It was noted that the 
priority in selection of the person to fill this position is that 
he/she have some knowledge and skills related to Financial 
Management. The Financial Director need not be a 
badminton player. To be eligible to serve on the Board, 
however, the person will be a club member. 

Note: Since the AGM, Trent Pennell has agreed to assume the position 
of Western Regional Director; Pierre LeGresley will become the new 
Avalon Regional Director. 

Other Business 

Concussion Protocol 
It was announced to the membership that Badminton NL is required to 

10 
have a concussion protocol. This will be adapted from the Badminton 
Canada protocol, with an emphasis on identification, emergency 
response and return to play. This protocol will require a signed 
acknowledgement by the coaches and parents. 
The concussion protocol will be incorporated into a guideline containing 
the protocols for the injuries which most often occur in badminton. 

11 Adjournment 
There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 9:16 pm 

Joh Gillam, Preside Geoff Robinson, Vice-President 
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President 

All 
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