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Athletic Excellence Fund

The Athletic Excellence Fund (AEF) recognizes athletic and academic excellence
of the province's top athletes. Supported by the Department of Tourism, Culture,
Arts and Recreation (TCAR) and Sport Newfoundland and Labrador (Sport NL),
the AEF includes the Premier's Athletic Awards, Team Gushue Awards, Elite
Athlete Assistance Program, and Sport NL Scholarships.

Premier's Athletic Awards
The Premier's Athletic Award recognizes athletic excellence and provides
financial support to help offset costs incurred through training and competition.

Eligibility

e Athletes must have attended an educational institution on a full-time basis in
the 2022 calendar year. Exceptions may be considered if the athlete can
demonstrate that their training program will not allow them to attend school
full-time.

e Athletes must be currently training and competing in the sport identified in the
application and intend to continue to train upon receipt of an award.

e Athletes must be a member in good standing of a Provincial Sport
Organization (PSO) recognized by TCAR.

e Athletes must be residents of Newfoundland and Labrador in the 2022
calendar year. Exceptions to the residency requirement may be considered if:

o An athlete trains out of province but their parent/guardian maintains a
permanent fixed address in Newfoundland and Labrador.

o An athlete cannot receive the required level of training in
Newfoundland and Labrador. This could be a result of lack of facilities,
coaching, competition, etc.

o An athlete is required to attend a post-secondary institution out-of-
province because the course of study is not available in Newfoundland
and Labrador.

o Itis more financially feasible to attend a post-secondary institution out-
of-province.

Ineligible

e Athletes 11 years of age and younger (born 2012 and later).

e Athletes who exclusively compete at the Active for Life stage (i.e. Masters,
Senior, and Recreational).

e Athletes carded by the Sport Canada Athlete Assistance Program are ONLY
eligible under the Elite Athlete Assistance program.

Selection Process
e The PSO is responsible for ranking all applicants.

DOC/01050/2023 10f4



I

’573 ("—
Newfoul dland 2
Lgbrgédor sportNL

e The Awards Selection Committee will review recommendations made by
PSOs and will make final selections. Athletic ability and merit are the main
criteria for the selection of recipients.

Team Gushue Award

The Team Gushue Award was established in 2007 in recognition of Team
Gushue’s gold medal victory at the 2006 Winter Olympic Games. The award
recognizes academic and athletic excellence and is presented to one male and
one female athlete annually.

Eligibility

e Athletes must have attended an educational institution on a full-time basis in
the 2022 calendar year. Exceptions may be considered if the athlete can
demonstrate that their training program will not allow them to attend school
full-time.

e Athletes must be a registered member in good standing or endorsed by a
PSO recognized by TCAR.

e Athletes must have competed (or were scheduled to compete) at the national
or international level in the sport identified in their application during the 2022
calendar year.

e Athletes must be currently training and competing in the sport indicated and
intend to continue to train upon receipt of an award.

¢ Provide an official transcript.

Ineligible
e Athletes who have completed their post-secondary varsity athletic eligibility.

Selection Process

e The Awards Selection Committee will make the final selections for the Team
Gushue Awards. Athletic and academic excellence are the main criteria for
selection of recipients.

Elite Athlete Assistance

The Elite Athlete Assistance program recognizes athletic excellence and
provides financial support to help offset costs incurred through training and
competition for high performance athletes from Newfoundland and Labrador who
have been selected to a National Team.

Eligibility

e Athletes must have represented Canada at a World and/or International
event, such as World Championship or Olympics in a sport that is funded by
Sport Canada.

e Athletes must be residents of Newfoundland and Labrador in the calendar
year being evaluated. Exceptions to the residency requirement may be
considered if:
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o An athlete cannot receive the required level of training in
Newfoundland and Labrador. This could be a result of lack of facilities,
coaching, competition, etc.

o An athlete is required to attend a post-secondary institution out-of-
province because the course of study is not available in Newfoundland
and Labrador.

o Itis more financially feasible to attend a post-secondary institution out-
of-province.

e Athletes must be a registered member in good standing or endorsed by a
PSO recognized by TCAR.

e Athletes must be currently training and competing in the sport identified in
their application and intend to continue to train upon receipt of an award.

e Athletes age 30 and over will only be considered for funding if they retain
carding status through the Sport Canada Athlete Assistance Program.

Ineligible
e Athletes competing as professionals, however the selection committee has
the ability to consider athletes with extenuating circumstances.

Selection Process

e The Awards Selection Committee will make the final selections for Elite
Athlete Assistance based on National Team performance and type of
competition.

Sport NL Scholarship

The Sport Newfoundland and Labrador Scholarship Program provides financial
assistance to qualifying amateur athletes, coaches and or officials to help offset
the costs of training and competition.

Eligibility

e Applicants must be attending and be in good standing at a recognized post-
secondary institution on a full time basis and participating in athletics,
coaching, or officiating endeavors.

e Athletes must be a registered member in good standing or endorsed by a
recognized member of Sport NL.

e Athletes must be currently training and competing in the sport indicated and
intend to continue to train upon receipt of an award.

e Applicants must provide an official transcript (Minimum average of 50%
during the last term completed).

Ineligible
e Athletes who have completed their post-secondary varsity athletic eligibility.

Selection Process

e The Sport Newfoundland and Labrador Scholarship Committee will make the
final selections for the Sport NL Athletic Scholarship.
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Frequently Asked Questions

How do | apply?

Completed and signed applications must be forwarded to the relevant Provincial
Sport Organization (PSO) on or before February 15, 2023. Incomplete
applications will not be considered.

Does everyone who applies receive funding?
The Athletic Excellence Fund is a competitive process and not everyone who
applies will receive funding.

Are coaches and officials recognized through the AEF?
Sport NL Scholarships are open to athletes, coaches and officials. Coach
education and certification are not supported through the other AEF programs.

Should | submit a different application for each program | would like to
apply for?
No, you should only complete and submit one application.

Where can | find the application?
Applications are available on Gov NL and Sport NL website.

When will applicants be notified?

Successful applicants for the Premier's Athletic and Team Gushue Awards will be
invited by email to attend the Premier’s Athletic Awards reception. Athletes
selected to receive Elite Athlete Assistance will be notified by a letter from the
Minister of TCAR. Successful applicants for the Sport NL Athletic Scholarship will
be invited to the Sport NL Scholarship Awards.
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